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three main gates of the city, the Grimmischer
Hallischer, and Petersthor, offered strong points for
resistance; while the more substantially built
houses themselves, in many instances, served as
forts and buttresses.

Through a fourth gate, the Rannstadter Thor the
French army had been streaming throughout the
whole night, at first in almost total darkness but
later aided by the light of the moon. Awful had
been the crowding and confusion but there was no
panic, no mere hasty flight. The cavalry, the
artillery, and the baggage waggons which led the
way had left behind them a trail of fallen horses;
and broken vehicles and trains of captives, and
even herds of cattle, blocked the way. Napoleon
himself, who did not leave Leipzig until the next
morning when the storming of the city was fully
under way, reached the Rannstadter Thor with
the utmost difficulty. He was still fully master of
himself; his face, so one who saw him pass assures
us, did not betray the least sign of fear or anxiety.

It was nearly nine on the morning of the igth
before the French wholly abandoned the suburbs
of Leipzig; by ten all the various forces of the
allies had advanced for the last storm on the city
itself. There was a short lull, for word was
passed round that the Tsar Alexander had granted
a general cessation of hostilities for half an hour,
having received a deputation from the King of
Saxony recommending the city to the mercy
of the besiegers. The Saxon King's emissary,